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REPORT. 



The Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society cele- 
brates, to-day, its twenty-second anniversary. Of ita 
twenty-two years of conflict with American slavery, 
none has been marked by more memorable events, or 
more encouraging signs of the times, than that ^hich 
we have just closed. It is not in the indifference or 
apathy of their opponents, that the soldiers of a moral 
warfare see tokens of their own power and speedy 
success. It is when their enemy sounds his alarm, 
gathers all his forces and girds up himself foir the fight, 
that they know that their weapons have been effectively 
used, that their strength is felt and feared. The hostile 
* powers of Liberty and Slavery in this nation, have, at 
last, met face to face, in open war ; a war which is to 
cease only in the complete victory of one or the other. 
One of their most conspicuous battle-fields is, just now, 
our Congressional House of Representatives. There, 
where the usurping slave power has long' reigni^d, with 
an almost absolute despotisms the spirit of Liberty has 
suddenly entered the temple consecrated to her worship, 
j.nd sternly demanded her legitimate sovereignty. The 
astonished usurpen' has rallied his forces for the defense 
of his long-established sway, and the champions of 
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Liberty are fighting marifuliy in her behalf. During the 
last two raonths, the novel spectacle has been presented 
to the world, of a nation unable to organize its govern- 
ment, because, divided against itself, it could not decide 
whether, that government should be the support and 
defense of the Freedom of the people, or of the tyranny 
of nn oligarchy. God be thanked that it has come to 
this! That the long struggle of many years, the inces- 
sant labors, the earnest pleading with the nation's heart, 
the uns^^n influences, the obscure agencies, busily at 
work at the fireside and by the wayside, have, at last, 
accomplished this result, that the American people are 
aroused to. take sides in this conflict, that the nation's 
capital is its arena, and th,e wheels of the government 
stood still, awaiting its decision. 

And we have more than this for which to give thanks 
to-day. A triumph, unpreced^'nted in our warfare, has 
been won by thfe hosts of Freedom, a triumph so im- 
portant in its significance, that we joyously hail it as a 
sure token of our complete and final victory. The long' 
. contest for the Speakprship of our National House of 
Representatives is ended, and the prize is won for 
Freedom. We may well pause, in the heat of our con- 
flict, for the utterance of. devout thanksgiving, and for 
the glad shout of acclamation ; for such a defeat of the 
Slave P(iwcr, in its stronghold, was never witnessed 
before. And never was a nation engaged in a more 
momentous struggle than that which this people, must 
soon decide. It concerns the nation's life. In the 
form which it took at Washington, during the last two 
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months, it not a mere question of political pailizan- 
ship of either men or measures ; it was not the struggle 
of a faction for temporary success and short-lived 
power, though as such, only, it may fee regarded by 
the thoughtless and superficial. But, underneath the 
stormy surface of that contest, there lay a prtncipfe, 
firm and solid as ocean's bed, and on this immovable 
foundation stood the feet of the earnest warriors in this 
strange war. They, on whichever side they were 
ranged, know that it was for no trifling cause that they 
kept the nation waiting and wondering so long. They 
know that the nauies for which they persistently and 
untiringly cast their ballots, were not names of men, but 
the two great, overshadowing names of Libebtt and 
Slavery. 

Another field of this conflict, where other weapons 
than ballots are sometimes used, is that portion of our 
Western Territory, upon which, a year ago, the Slave-. 
Power laid its all-grasping hand, never dreannrng of 
successful resistance to its will. The consequences of 
victory to either party, in the border war of Kansas, will 
be much more than the existence or non-existence of 
slavery in that Territory. The question there, as at 
Washington, is that vital question, whether Slavery or 
Liberty shall be dominant in our land. • 

As we watch with intense interest this conflict, as we 
look on the hosts mustering in the defense of Liberty, 
gathered from all parties, all sects, all classes of the 
North, moved by various impulses and principles, more 
or less disinterested, pure, and high; and remember, as 

1* 
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we, can well remember, the (Earliest days of the Anti^ 
Slavery entcrprse, when its advocates, few in number, 
obscure in station, and weak in influence, save through 
the might of the triith they spoke, addressed themselves 
to the work of abolishing American Slavery, and soon 
found the combined strength of the religious, the politi- 
cal and the c<jmmercial world arrayed against them, we 
may truly s&y, " If it had not been the Lord, who was 
on our side, when men rose up against us, then they had 
swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled 
against us." " The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." The once slumbering nation 
slumbers no longer ; thousands of freernen who were 
unmoved by outrages on their brother's rights, are 
thoroughly alarmed for their own liberties, and the cool 
and patient North, at last, seems to be approaching the 
point where she will say to her haughty southern master, 
" Thus far hast tho i gone, but no farther shall thou go.'* 
In a review of the events of the year, which have 
been of especial interest to this Society, and have fornjed 
a part of the Anti-Slavery history of Philadelphia, the 
imprisonment of Passmore Wiiliamson has a prominent 
place. 1 iic thrilling facts of that case, so important in 
its bearing on our cause, so honorable to the man who 
accounted it a small thing that the path of rectitude led 
to a prison, so disgraceful to the city of Philadelphia, 
w' ich, absorbed in the pursuit of wealth, could discern 
nothing higher, nobler or more precious, than successful 
commerce, have been too carefully narrated and too 
widely published to require a full detail in this report. 
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It is, now, -well-known on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and »vill long be remembered, to the shame of this 
Commonwealth, that in July, 1855, an effort was made 
to assert the legality of slavery on the soil of Penn- 
sylvania. The person who first appears in the trans- 
action is John H. Wheeler, U. S. Minister to Nicaragua, 
who attempted to pass through the States of Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey and New York, on his way thither, 
carrying with him ihree slaves, whom, under the laws 
of Virginia, he held, in that State, as property. In the 
city of Philadelphia, hi» illegal purpose was frustrated 
by Passmore "Williamson, Secretary of the Acting Com= 
mittee of the "Pennsylvania Society for promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery, and for the Relief of Free Negroes 
unlawfully held, in bondage, and for improving the con- 
dition of the African Race," William Still, clerk of the 
Anti-Slavery Office, and a few others, who, in the faith- 
ful performance of their duty of guarding the interests 
of persons illegally or legally held in bondage, informed 
Mr. Wheeler's victims that the laws of Pennsylvania 
protected their right to freedom, and that they might, 
safely, go where they pleased.. Thus assured, the 
woman, Jane Johnson, took possession of her own 
person, and her own children ; and the indignation of 
the baflSed slaveholder was spent on the true-hearted 
men who had thus nobly come between him and his 
prey. On application to Judge Kane, of the District 
Court of the United States, the writ of habeas corpus 
was issued, con nanding Passmore Williamson to pro- 
duce tl;8 bodies of Jane Johnson and her two children. 
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Thus, for the first time in our national history, was the 
writ of habeas corpus, which was framed, and had, 
hitherto, ever been sacredly regarded, as the bulwark 
of personal freedom, perverted to the uses of slavery, 
issued for the purpose, as subsequent events proved, of 
reducing free persons to slavery. Passojore Wiiiiam- 
son refused to do what was, on his part, physically and 
morally, impossible ; and, for this refusal, was imprisoned 
in the Philadelphia County jail, on a cha- ge of contempt 
of Court. For three months he endured this illegal in- 
carceration, so honorable to himself, so disgraceful to his 
persecutors, during which time, the petty despot who 
had immured him in a felon^s cell, in the hope of com' 
peiling him to " make terras with the Court," explicitly 
intimated that the prisoner had only the alternative be- 
fore him, of concession or hopeless imprisonment. Yet 
on the third day of November, he was again brought 
before Judge Kane, and on the reiteration of the state- 
ments of his original return to the writ of habeas corpus, 
the very statements on which the charge was based, he 
was, forthwith, set at liberty. However strange such 
conduct may appear, on the part of a grave Judge, it 
is, by no means,, inexplicable. The supple tools of the 
Slave Power but do their master's bidding, whether it 
be in the opening or shutting of prison doors, and, like- 
other submissive slaves, they stop not to ask if their 
actions vdll make them the laughing-stock of the world. 

Mr. Williamson was not the only person upon whom 
Mr. Wheeler sought to revenge his defeat. He obtained 
& warrant for the arrest of Isaiah Moore, William Custis, 
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John Ballarxl, James Martin and James S. Braddock, all 
of whom were held to bail by Alderman James B. 
Freeman, in the excessive sum of $7000 each, to answer 
to the charge of high robbery! inciting to riot ! riot! 
and assault and battery. In default of bail, they were 
committed to prison. This excessive bail was afterwards 
reduQed by Judge Kelly. On the 7th of August^ Mr. 
Wheeler laid his complaint before the Grand Jury, and 
the result was an indictment for riot and assault and 
battery, against these ^.re persons, and aiso against Pass- 
more Williamson and Wiii. Still. On the 29th Aug. they 
were all, excepting Mr. Williamson, put upon their trial on 
these charges, in the Court of Quarter Sessions, in Phila- 
delphia, Judge Kelly presiding. Mr. Wheeler was the 
principal witness for the prosecution. lie testified pon 
his oath, that Mr. Williamson and Mr. Still endeavored 
to persuade the woman, Jane Johnson, to leave him, 
that she replied to their urgent solicitations, that she 
wished to be free, " but did not want to leave her master;" 
and that she and her children were seized by the de- 
fendants, and carried from the steamboat on which they 
had embarked, with him, for New York. The principal 
witness for the defense was Jane Johnson herself, who, 
at some peril to her liberty, had willingly returned to 
Philadelphia, to aid, by her testimonyj those who had 
risked so muc'u in order to secure it. Wheeler and his 
'lilies were amazed and confused by the sudden appear- 
ance of ono whom they bad not supposed would dare 
to confront them in the city of Philadelphia, and they 
felt no relief, when she positively testified upfln oaih, 
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that she had not been forcibly taken from Mr. Wheeler's 
c^ustddy, but h_ad ieft him freely, and in pursuance of a 
jfreviaus ,|Ieterraination to obtain her freedom, whenever 
/^t s)a(>'4ld be irt her power to do so. Notwithstanding 
ti^e protectioi// which the laws of Pennsylvania proffered 
to ^ane Johnson, her friends, knowing well ihat the 
Slav6'I^<^wer heeds no law, of man or God, which con- 
travenes will, had made special provision for her 
defense against the ruffian force which would probably 
be employed to kidnap her. It was a trying hour for 
the heroic woman who had dared so much, and was 
willing to dare still more, for the assertion of her own 
freedom, and for the sake of her deliverers ; and scarcely 
less trying for those who clustered around her, strong in 
woman*s sympathy and manhood's indignation for her 
wrongs, resolved to dare and suffer with her. She was 
attended, in the Court room, by the President of this 
Society, and several of its members. All these ladies 
will testify to the calm bearing and firm courage of this 
emancipated slave-mother, in that hour of jeopardy to 
her newly-found freiedora. Protected, while in the 
Court room, by the firmness and energy of Judge Kelly 
and. District Attorney Mann, the danger apprehended 
was of her egress from the State House, and her passage 
through our streets. A conflict between the United 
States officers, eager for her arrest, and our State officers, 
zealous for the vindication of Pennsylvania lawp was 
anticipated, and as she was conduoled from the room, 
the anxiety of those who accompanied her, and her 
friends,* who remained, was most intense. But the 
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energy of the Judge and the Stale officers, aided by an 
adroit manoeuvre of the District Attorney, in arranging 
for the egress of the party in a direction oppcfsite to that 
in which they were expected, baffled the watch-dogs of 
Slavery, and Jane Johnson was borne in safety and in 
triuniph av/ay. It was at this point of her thrilling ex- 
perience, that a door, which was never closed to the 
homeless slave, was opened for her reception. Brief 
shelter and help in eluding pursuit, being furnished her, 
she was rapidly borne on her way to a place of greater 
security ; and other homes, on whose thresholds the 
footsteps of the fugitive slave are ever welcome, received 
her. 

The result of the trial, in which she had been so im- 
portant a witness, was a verdict of " not guilty," as to 
all the parties, on the charge of riot. On the charge of 
assault, Ballard and Custis were found ** guilty,'^ and 
sentenced to pay five or ten dollars each, and the costs 
of prosecution, and to be imprisoned during one week. 
The others were acquitted. 

The excitement produced by these events, and es- 
pecially, by the continued imprisonment of Passmore 
Williamson, spread not only through Pennsylvania, but 
over all the North. The legal profession generally de- 
nounced the act of bis imprisonment as a violation of 
law, and a trampling on the rights of the citizen. The 
best presses of ■ the North joined in this denunciation'. 
Thousands of his fellow-citizens, from the East and 
West, came thronging to the prison cell of Passmore 
Williamson, as to a temple of Liberty, and laying upon 
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its altar the best oSering they could bring, new ^>)ws 
of fealty to the right, bore away to their distant homes, 
iToemories and influences which will not die until they 
have undermined the power of despotism. In Phila- 
delphia and its vicinity, numerous meetings were held, 
where this judicial outrage was frv;ely discussed and 
sternly denounced. But this healthful indignation 
against tyranny pervaded the country far more thorough- 
ly than it did the city of Philadelphia, where, as in other 
commercial cities, "the interests of trade," or the pro- 
jects of ambitious politicians, are " endangered" by the 
free utterance of a freenian's thoughts. The actors in 
this memorable drama will take fheir true places in his- 
tory, and we may safely leave the recreant Judge of the 
United States District Court to the notoriety of infamy 
to which he is doomed, until he escapes from it into ob- 
livion. That small portion of our city press, which in 
this time 6f trial, stood boldly by the Law, and for the 
Right, will be honorably remembered in time to come. 
In such connection should be mentioned the names of 
" The Sun," " The Daily Times," and the « Sunday De- 
spatch while to a very different category must be re- 
ferred the names of *' The Pennsylvanian," and "The 
Public Ledger," which found their pleasure or their in- 
terest in catering to the most corrupt public sentiment, 
and in insulting the noble Williamson in his prison. 
Perhaps we should not be surprised at the latter exer- 
cise of their editorial talent, when we remember that 
they were following the example of grave judges of the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 



How this struggle between State Right^j-arktifsurpa- 
tions of the Federal power, is to be determined, in 
Pennsylvania, ^nd in other Northern States where it is, 
now, fairly commenced, time will reveal. Meanvrbile 
we are happy in being able to state thiit the immediate ^ 
efifect of this summary infliction of vengeance upon 
Passmore Williamson, vi&s not such as was probably 
hoped for by the minions of slavery. An evidence 
thai northern citizens were not thereby deterred from 
the performance of their duty in similar cases, was found 
in the fact that, soon after the rescue of Jane Johnson, 
a slave brought into Philadelphia, by he; mistress, ob> 
tained her libeity, by the aid of a lady.^ resident in this 
city, who informed her that, by the laH's of Pennsylvania, 
she was a free woman. 

Of these important events of the past year, this Asso- 
ciation has taken due cognizance. Its remonstrance 
• against the unprecedented outrage upon liberty and 
law, in the Williamson case, was fully expressed in a 
series of resolutions, unanimously adopted at its stated 
meeting in September. Jn the ePbrts to arouse our 
community to a sense of personal responsibility respect- 
ing it, and to the dangers with which it threatened the 
liberties of every citizen, which were made by the hold- 
ing of public meetings, in the city and adjacent country, 
this Society was represented by its members. Its laboia, 
in other departments, have been similar to those of 
former years. The most arduous of these, is our Annual 
Fair, that well tried measure, no longer an e xperimept, 
for raising funds, for the promotion of our cause in this 



/gt^e,>'s^he jsuccess cf the Fair of 1856, was highly 
encoiiragfng, and its Committee of Arrangements recom- 
mend to the Society a renewal of such labor, during this 
year, h much hopefulness. The principal part of the 
money obtained by the Fair, is placed at the disposal 
of the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania Anii- 
Slivery Society, in which Committee this Society is 
numerously represented. Our funds are used in the 
dissemination of anti-slavery principles, by means of 
Lectures, Tracts, Newspapers, public Meetings for dis- 
cussion, etc. etc. We have transferred our spbscrip- 
tion for fifty copies of the Pennsylvania Freeman, to the 
National Anti-Slavery Standard, and have continued 
our usual subscription for the Liberator, the AriU-Sla- 
very Bugle, and the London Anti-Slavery Advocate. 

Among the signs of the times, we may record the 
rapidly increasing number of fugitive slaves who pass* 
almost daily, through this city, on their way to a land 
where tb?*ir freedom will be protected by law As a 
restraint upon this kind of emigration, the Fugitive Slave 
Bill of 1850 has certainly proved a signal failure. The 
number of successful escapes of slaves has steadily in- 
creased since it was enacted, though doubtless, some free- 
born men and women have been kidnapped under it, and 
many more, terror-stricken by its promulgation, have fled 
from their homes, seeking retreats of greater security, 
or have passed their days in tormenting fear of its 
power. The enormous insolence and wickedness em- 
bodied in this statute aroused, throughout the North, 
much latent anti-slavery feeling, and cuch has been the 
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reaction, that the most sagacious champion" of the slave 
power perceive, too late, that it was a blunder. So, as 
time rolls on, they will see that the same confustou and 
folly presided over all their plans for the defense of that 
which is indefensible, and for the perpetuity of a sys- 
tem upon which rests the curse of God. The Fugitive 
Slave Bill is one of a series of aggressions on the rights 
of Northern freemen, for the protection of Southern 
Slavery, each of which aggressions has elicited opposi- 
tion and remonstrance, and all of which have at last 
awakened a voice of indignation, wRich has made the 
imperious slave power tremble in its strongest citadel. 
In the blindness of its fuiy, it is clutching evciy weapon 
of attack or defense within its reach, and striking bold, 
tbougb reckless, blows in every quarter, it how de- 
mands of the North, from whom ithas long been accus- 
tomed to receive submission, the right of transit for 
slaveholders carrying their slaves, as their property^ 
through the Free States. Denying that slavery is the 
creature of local legislation, and contradicting the high- 
est legal authorities on the subject, which declare that 
whenever the slave passes from under the jurisdiction 
of the special statute which enslaves him, he comes 
under the common law, which protects his natural right 
to liberty, and his chains fail from him, the South de- 
mands that every Northern State shall be made a slave- 
holding State whenever a slaveholder shall choose to 
travel in it, with his slaves, and that during his travels, 
the laws of Virginia or Georgia, determining wh(U xs 
property shall be paramount to the laws of Penn- 
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s^Irania or Massachusetts, on their own soil. How 
long period of time may be occupied in this transit 
and what features of the peculiar institution they may 
display before freemen, are not distinctly set forth in this 
new demand, but if it is granted, and the slaveholder 
allowed to travel through the free States, under ilie 
property laws of his own^ then we may yet see chained 
tofSes of slaves driven througl the streets of Philadel- 
phia, and hear the shrieks wrung from women by the 
torture of " iijoderate correction," Northern freemen 
will look this matter in the face, before they make this 
new concession fo the arrogance of Slavery. We re- 
gret the fact that the Judiciary Committee of our Legis- 
lature have disgraced themselves, and, so far as they re- 
present Pennsylvania, have disgraced her, by their recent 
report in favor of this right of transit, a report as un- 
sound in logic ais it is in tr.orals. From such disgrace 
three of the Comiriittee have saved themselves, and re- 
flected some portion of honor upon their State, by pro- 
testing, in a minority report, against the doctrine that this 
right belongs to the South, and ^ould be conceded, 
and against the reasonings by which the doctrine is sup- 
poited. 

In the review of such a year as ihe past has been, 
there is so much to strengthen the faith and hope of the 
abolitionist, so much to awaken thanksgiving and re- 
joicing, that we may h?. tempted to believe that our 
labor is well nigh done, that the toil and the conflict 
have nassed into other hands, and that nothing remains 
for Us i do, but to look on the battle for a little while 
longer, and join the shout of victory at its close. 
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This is truly a novel temptation for those who have 
known the days when to bear the anii-slaveiy name v?as 
a reproach, and to live the life of an abolitionist was to 
put in peril property and life J yet it is none the Jess 
real on that account. Adversity and persecution 
strengthen the true-hearted in a good cause, but when 
that cause attains popularity, sits in the chair of state, 
and is honored among men, then should us advocates 
be especially wary that they compromise no iota of 
principle, and that they desert not their posts of duty, 
in the hope that they , will be occupied by othens. The 
strong and rushing tide of anti-slavery sentiment, now 
setting southward, and which, if it stay not in -its course 
will overwhelm and utterly d^airoy AmeHcan Slavery, 
was put in motion by the long and arduous labbnt. of 
abolitionists, and if those labors prematurely cease, that 
tide will ebb. Political paries indicate (he moral sen- 
timent of a people ; they never create it. They, will 
serve a moral reform, when the principles of that reform 
have pervaded the heart of tbe nation, but the agemjies 
which have kept those principles active in the people's 
conscience^ and warm iu people's hearty cannot be, 
for a moment, safely remitted. The path of our duty 
never lay more plain and stn ight before us, than it dees 
to-day, when, with the opening of a new era in our na- 
tion's history, we commence a new year of our Society's 
existence. Joyous as we are oyer victories won, hope- 
ftil as we are of that jubilee morning, the dawn of which 
we already see, we still have our old work to do, of 
uttering the truth in yet unwilling ears. The well- 
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tried weapons of a twenty yea?s warfare, we may not 
yet lay down, the banner unfurled by the American 
•Atiti-lSlavery Society, bearing *ihe inscription, " Im- 

W£3itATl& AS» USCOHDITIOKAL EMANpXPATlOK TO EVERY 

Slave;'' and No Uhion with SiiAveholdebs 
mast still be borne aloft by the hands which first up- 
raised it. 

In this downing of a brighter day for our entetpme, 
we remember those who shared our earlier conflicts, and 
who, one after another, have fallen by our side, *'with 
their last breath crying, * Onward!' and their hands upon 
their swords;" We miss them, in our rejoicings into 
which they would so heaiftily have entered. Each year 
adds to the number of these precious memories^ The 
last has borne from us one whose earnest and self-sacri- 
ficing devotion to the anti-slavery cau? 3 was an exam- 
ple to us while living, and who, being dead, yet 
speakelh. Early consecrated to that cause, the dew of 
youth and the strength of manhood were joyfully given 
to its jservice, and though he .passed away in his early 
prime, he beautifully illustratied the truth, that fullness 
of life is not measured by length of days. As an able 
and efficient lecturer and editor, and as a most faithful 
and untiring laborer in the anti-siavery field, Cybus M. 
BuBLEiGH will long be remembered by American aboli- 
tionists . 

In concluding our last Annual Report, at- a period 
when clouds darkened our horizon, and the success of 
our opponents seemed to wock our efForts, we renewed 
the confession of our faith in the fundamental principles 
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of our enterprise, and expressed our confidence iu their 
jSnal triumph. In view of what a year has brought 
forth, we may surely address ourselves most cheerfully 
to future labor. To our faith we have added experi- 
ence, and of our experience is born new hope. There 
is to be many a hard fought battle yet, ere American 
Slavery is overthrown, but the nation is marshaling itself 
for those conflicts, as it has never done before. The 
signs of the times betoken that the Spirit of Freedom, 
now roused in the NorJh, will not only forbid the ex- 
tension of slavery into new territory, bat will rest not, 
d.»y or night, until it has driven it from outpost and 
citadel, utterly broken its power, and banished it from 
our land. 

" And when the Troth its perfect work hath done, 
And rich with blessings o'er cur land hath gone ; 
When not a slave beneath bis yoke shall pine, 
Frcm broad Potomac to the far Sabine ; 
When unto angel lips at last is given 
The silver trump of Jubilee in Heaven ; 
And from Virginia's plains— Kentucky's shades, 
And through the dim Floridian everglades. 
Rises, to meet that angel-trumpet's sound, 
The voice of millions from their chains unbound 

then, joining in those jubilant strains on earth, or 
watching, from the spirit-land, the long-desired con- 
summation of our labors. We will exclaim, **Not unto 
us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name be the 
glory!" 
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Philadelphia, Female Anti.-Slavei\y Socieit/ in account with 
M. A. Griscom, Treasurer. 



1855. . DR. 

To Subscription to N. A. S. Standard 50 



copies, §1U0 00 

« « Liberator, 10 " 25 00 

« « A. S. Bugle, 10 « 15 00 

« " A. S. Advocate, 5 00 

4 mo. " Bill for printing Annnal Report, 18 75 
Donation to American A. S. Society, 100 00 

« Bill foi Printinir, 8 00 

«« Donation to Penn. A. S. Society, 1,200 00 

2mo. 14, 1856. Balance in Treasury. 1,112 43 



$2,584 18 



1855. CR. 

2 mo. By Balance ;^n hand, $603 41 

Sale of Articles from Fair of 1854, 20 25 

" Annual Subscriptions, 88 00 

" Legf.cy from Phebe Jackson, 200 00 

12 mo. « Proceeds of Fair, 1,604 90 

" Sale of Sundries since the Fair, 7 62 



$2,584 18 
Mabgabet J. BuELKiGH, Audilor. 
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07 THE 

TWENTIETH PENNSYLVANIA ANTI-SLAVER? FAIR. 

The Twentieth Anti-Slavery Fair of Pennsylvania was held in 
the large Saloon of the Assembly Buildings, on the 12th, 13th, 14ths 
and 15th of December, 

The Receipts, $2,279 46 

Expenses, 67.5 21* 



$1,604 2B^ 

There were Five Tables abundantly supplied by contributions 
from the city. The tables from Germantown, Gamden, MuUica 
Hill, Bristol, MakefieJd, Byberry and Chester County were gener" 
ously 611ed. 

Donations wore received from Norristown, Downinfftowo, Kim- 
berton, Salem, Wilmington, Pawtucket, R. I., Nantucket, Mass., 
and Bristol, England. 

The addresses of Wm. Lloyd Garrison and Charles C. Burleigh, 
on Thursday and Friday evenings, added interest and proGt to the 
Fair, which vas throughout one of great pleasure and attraction. 

Thfi close of this, the Twentieth Annual Fair, presents a iitting 
period to review the past. The first of these efforts was com- 
menced in 1835, by a very few laborers who felt abundantly paii 
for their exertions in realizing the sum of three hundred dollars. 
At that time, and for several subsequent years, limited contribu- 
tions were displayed in very small rooms, procured with difficulty 
from the unwillingness of the owners to be identified with an 

*S200 of the amount of Expenses is a loan which has been rcfandsd to tho 
Female Anti-Slavery Society. 
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odlons cause. At oae period, the Anti-SIaverj OfiBce was tbe 
only place to be obtained in which to display the collections of 
the devoted few, who, clustering together in this narrow apart- 
ment, cheered each other to the work before tbera, of rousing an 
apathetic nation to a consciousness of their deep and deadly sin, 
in enslaving their brother man. In course of time, an inconveni- 
ent upper room was obtained in the Assembly Buildings. Then a 
beautiful Sdloon on the second floor, and now, for a number of 
years, large and elegant Booms, for which $50 a day are paid, 
are required to accommodate the contributions and the crowds 
who throng thither to make purchases and to enjoy the social at- 
tractions of the occasion, manifesting a devotedness that doubtless 
will increase in force and earnestnesB till " Liberty shall be pro- 
claimed throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof." 

In view of this continued growth, we feel warranted in the be- 
lief that the Annual Fairs have been, and that they will continue 
to be, an important aid in our labors lor tbe emancipation of the 
e!^e, and we earnestly recommend renewed and increasing efforts 
in this branch of anti-slavery work. 
On behalf of the Committee, 

SaKaH P0GH, 
MaEGARET J. BuKIiEIGH. 

. FMladelphia, December 29th, 1855. 

Since the close of the Fair very acceptable donations have been 
received from Leeds. England. 
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APPENDIX. 

At a meeting of the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, 
held March 8th, 1855, the following resolutions were unanimoasly 
adopted : 

Eesolved, That, by the death of Cybos M. BoBLBioH.the Americna 
Abolitionist? have lost a most valuable and faithful fellow-laborer, 
whose earnest and eelf-sacrificing devotednesa to the Anti-Slavery 
cause, for many years, has strengthened their bands in their ardu- 
ous work. 

Resolved, That, in the consecration of youth and manhood to a 
holy, but unpopular reform, and in the fidelity with which be re- 
deemed his early pledge of fealty to it, he has left a noble exampl* 
to his coadjutors, who deeply deplore the lose which they have 
sustained in his death. 

At a Meeting of the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society, 
held Sept. 13th, 1855, the following Resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : — 

WhereaSt Since we last assembled together, our city, our St^, 
and our nation, have been deeply disgraced by the illegal im^P* 
Bonment of Passmorb Williauson, by Judge Eaoe, on a cbf^rge of 
contempt of Court, in a case where he had no jurisdiction, and 
where the only offense of the prisoner was the exercise of his 
right, and the performance of his duty in informing a free woman, 
once a slave, that, by the laws of Pennsylvania, she was made 
free ; and. 

Whereas, The Judges of the Supreme Court of the State of 
Pennsylvania have added to this diegrace, by refusing (by a vote 
of four to one) to grant a writ of habeas corpus to the said Pass- 
more Williamson ; and^ in thus refusing, have not only daringly 
violated the plainly expressed and T7eil understood law of habeas 
corpus, but, casting off the decei)* dignity appropriate to their 
ofBcc, have, also, ia>pugned the motives and insulted the feelings 
of their noblo prisoner ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we regard this act of Judge JEane's as a tyranni- 
cal usurpation of power, a bold defiance of the lawo of Penn- 
sylvania, an alarming invasion of State Rights, a precedent dnn- 
gerous to the personal liberty of every citizen of the State, and a 
conteBiptihle prostration of a Northern freeman before the altar of 
Suuthern Slavery, 

Eesolved, That in the conduct of the Bench of Judges "f the 
Supreme Court of this State, in striking down that defense of 
liberty, the habeas corpus, we see lamentable evidence of the sub- 



24 



s2i'-s,'ioacy of PeaDajlvania io aor clavo mBStcro la tha South, and 
of the lilarming cstenfc to vyhich She ev il iafluences of claverj have- 
permeated the political and cociai inntitudono of the North, de- 
tc-rioraticg tho moval character, find itapairing tho moral sense of 
our citilzsns. 

Eesolved, That while V7e thus condemn and deplore this decision 
of the Bench, r/e record all honor to Judge Kmx, whose name will 
bs held in grateful remenibraQce, by pooterity, as that of oao who,- 
"faithful fcjnd among the faitblesa," ably and eloquently pro- 
noQQced righteous judgment, in opposition to all his asBOclateg. 

j^esclved, ThCu the genercl apathy of ou? various religious de- 
ncmiuations, io view of these outrages which have boen pra- 
potrated in their midst, io another ovidenco of the deep corruption 
and hypocrisy of the American church, which, while it eroasea 
alarm and indignation, must, also, escita inexpressible grief ia 
every truly Christian heart. 

. Resolved, That tho true courage and Christian fortitude, the 
aoble williagness to suffer in a righteous cause, and for the sake 
of bis country't! well-being, and the elevation of hie race, mani- 
fested by Passmore Williatnson, in this crisis, demand the admiira- 
tf ' i- and high esteem of his follow-conntrymen ; and thatwe here- 
t; assure him of yur hearty sympathy in the sacrifice and suiFering 
by which he is botx most effectually serving the Anti-Slavery 
cause. 

Risohed, That wq proffer the expression of our vrarmosfc sym- 
pathy to tiie wife of our imprisoned friends who .bravely shares 
with him ibis persecution for Hghteousaess' sake ; and, in the nama 
of the slave mothers and wives, on Southern plantations, whose 
deeper anguish calls on hei' for sGccor, and in the name of our 
country. T;'hoso dearest rights and libertierj are in imminent peril, 
■^^'ed > j.ali her to fiilter not in this atom trial, but, with all tho 
otrongt". : ;,ul devotioE of woman's hcsrt, to minister to the forli- 
tads and heroism of her high-souled husband. 

Resolved, That these startling scenes, enacted in ohv midst, 
solemnly cail upon tia to examine the basis of our faith, and the 
strength of our principles, and to cherish a supreme and urifiiDcb- 
ing devotioQ to Truth and to Right, that we may be found faithful 
to Humanity and to God, when the time of our trial shall suddenly 
come, and the shadow of a prison fall across our pathway. 

Sarah Vmn, PrcsH. 

Haiihah L. Sticitket, L'eo. S'co. 
MAi'.y Gr.HW, Cor. Sea. 



